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ANNUAL POT THCK SUCCESSFUL

' The Central Michigan lapidary and Mineral Society's annual pot Juck dine
ner held January 16, at the Walter French Junior High':School, drew an attene
dance of more than 90 members and visitors, Officers and committee chairmen
for_the new year were introduced. Clarence Kirkby, last yearlg president,
del}vered his farewell address and handed over the "Rock of Authority! to in-
coming president, Joe Krepse Mr. Kreps then gave his acceptence speechs

Grace Shappell, the new secretary, read the "Summary of 1957" by the absent
OUt'gOing secretary, Lois Williams, Laura Kreps, the new treasurer, reported
on’the financial standing of the club, Later in the evening, Clarence Kirkby
showed his colored slides, "Descent into G rand Canyon! and Fred Cadsne showed
the s}ldes of his recent trip to Florida. Slides of field trips, taken by
Mrs Kirkby, Mre Hasche, and Doc Langham, were also showne

GASCHE FAMILY MAKES FLORIDA TRIP

The Fred Gasche family took an enjoyable three week vacation to Florida
during Deeembers They spent most of their times like true rockhounds: .
gathering rocks and meeting other roekhounds. They brought back some good
specimens of petrified coral from the beaches of Florida, some ruby chips
from the Cowee Ruby Mines of North Carolina, and a carload of other specie
menss If you are going to be taking a trip to the Florida area, be sure
to see Fred about good locations and get the addresses of the rockhounds
they mete

MATERTAL NEEDED FOR CLUB BULLETTN

Do you have any news conceraing the club, know of any good locations for
hunting rocks, or have writing talent? Material is needed to keep the club
bulletin interesting and enjoyavlies If you've taken a trip lately, let the
co-editors, John Fitch and Larry Kirkby know about ite Maybe you found some
good locations on your last trip, TIf soy the other members would probably
1ike to hear about theme If you have and writing ability, why don't you write
an article or two for the paper, You could tell us how to build a tumbler,
how to grind stones, about the rock formations in Michigan, or about any new
tricks you've learned for doing lapidary work. Let‘s keep this bulietin ine
teresting! The deadline for news is two weecks before the next mectinge

STONEHOUSE TO SHOW PICTURES

Dr. Harold Stonehouse, assistant professqr of geology at M. Se Usy will
show a one=hour long colored movie of nick¥d mining at the next club mectingy
Feburary 20, Dre Stonehouse 5ays that this should be an interesting movie
for everyone although they may not be interested in mininge After the movie

he will answer questionse
Also see a two and one half inch sphere of jaspalite recently made by Roger
Kirkby s

CLUB TO VISIT Ms Se U.!S ROCK AND MINERAL COLLECTION

A field trip has been planned for Saturday, February 22nd, to visit the
rock and mineral sollection at Michigan State Universitye Dre Hayold Stonee
house assigtant professor of geology will conduct the tour. Meet at the




Fic1d Trip (continued from pge 1)

main entrance to the Natural Science Building, which is the firét large builde=
ing north of the animal hospital, at 2:00 P.M.

FROM THE PRESIDENT!'S PEN
A
"TF WINTER COMES CAI SPRiNG DS FAR BEHIND?™

During'these cold and frozen dasys I hear that some of our members have
been huptlng with thc silver pick while ethers have been content tc dig
deeper into last summer‘s rocok zack and have reediscovered some of the treae
sures that they had gathered on some long ago trip and had forgotten all abouts
T know t@at many of you have had that peculiar thrill that I have felt when
you saw into an unpromising stone, gathered in haste on some hurried trip and
later put into the "I wonder why T ever picked that up?™ pile, and found that
1t had some beauty of eoior or form far greater than you expecteds

Winter is the time, too, when we read over and over again the rock mag-
azines and the advertisements, and plan where welll go, come SummerT, just
1ike us kids used to read through the old Sears Roebuck catalogs and write up
orders for hundreds of dollars worth of stuff which we never sent for and
couldntt pay for anyway. Winter could be a time to get our rock collections
in order, number, and 1abel and classify the speeimens, write down where you
found them or who gave them to you, Or something clse about the specimen you
would 1lide to remember. Names of rockhound friends are all too easily for=
gotten and unpald debts 6f kindness can be forgotten tooe

Tn this off-season for rock hunting, let's all try to get caught up a
11ttle on visiting our rock~iub friends, From my own experience T have never
callcd on one who did not seem delighted to have me call, T have never had
one call on me who T was not delig htcd to scee

Oh yesd =~ All of us 1ike to "sound off' once in a while, Why not write
2 1line or a thought for the Rockhound News and send 4t in to Larry Kirkby?

TUMBLING
(This is the first of a serles of hew articles designed
to familiarize the club members with the lapidary arts)

"umbling", as thc name irplies, is the tumoling of stones in a barrale
1ike container with silicon carbide grits and waters AS the grit, grinds
dovn the rocks the grit is changed to a finer grit, and then finally to a
polishe The end result is semi-preclous stones with a high quality polishe

The container used is a can or small barrel with five or six sides or it
may even be round, For small tumblers, glass jars are sometimes used. The
container rotates on either rollers or a shaft at speeds from fifteen to

thirty revolutions per minutes

The stones which are tumbled cnclude any of the stones which may be pol=
1ghed, Tt 18 not a good idea, howeverguto tumble soft stones and hard stones
topethers Both roughly broken gtones and pre-formed slabs are tumbled.

For rough grinding, one pound of #60 to #30 grit is used with every six
to teon pounds of stones The tumbler 1s filled about half full of stones
which arc just covered with waters Tt is best to check the tumbler at least



TUMBLING
(Continued from page 1)

every other day to make sure that the stones aren?t sticking to the sides
of the tumbler, and that they don't get ground down too muchs

The length of time which the stones Bhould stay in the grit varles a great
deal depending on the hardness of the stones, and other factors. The only
way to tell if they are done is to check their process, When the stones are
sttisfactorily rounded they arc taken out of the tumbler, It is important
that that they be rounded enough because the succeeding operations do not
wear much off the stonese

After the stones are removed from the tumbler, they are thoroughly washed
and the tumbler is cleaned out to remove all. grit particals, If some of the
coarsc grit particles are left in the tumbler, they will seratch the stones,

Next, the stones go through a medium grind, with about #220 grit, The
grit is mixcd with the stones in tha proportion of one pound of grit six to
ten pounds of stones, When a wellesanded look is achieved they are removed 5
and the tumbler and stones are cleandd the same as before.

The next operation is the same as the preceding two, except that #L00
to #600 grit is useds The stones are removed from the tumbler with a fine
finish,

The tumbler is cleaned out and polishing powder is added in the propor-
tion of one pound one pound of grit for each twelve to twenty pounds of stones.
Tn this polishing run, small felt squares are sometimes added to the stones
to aid in the polishing, The stones are run until they look well polisheds

After the polishing operation, the stones are burnisheds A detergent, such
as Tide is added, one cup to every six to ten pounds of stones, Burnishing
adds luster to the polish.

Tumbling is relatively inexpensive compared with other means of polishing
stoncs. The polish obtained is one of high quality. The in@ipensiveness and
the high quality polish are the two main reasons why tumbling has become so

very popular todays

MISCELLANEOUS ROCKS

There arc scveral types of miscellancous rocks that we can always look for
when we are out on our rock-hunting tripss A description of some of these

follows

CLAY STONES: Of all the concretions, these are perhgps the most common.
they are found in all types of clays and in many regionSs They are made of
1ime and preeipitated around some¢ nucleus o forylgn matters Shapes vary
widely, usually discs, flattened ovals or even ringss Howecer, they are

nearly always flattenede

mieae differ from the surrounding rock in composition, but are
usually composed of some one of its impurities, of lime in the clays.or §il=
lca in 1imestones, or iron oxlde in sandsthe. They seem to have orlgin%ted
an a result of the golution of the minor mineral, and then its redeposition
' er or nucleuss Quite often the nucleus is found to be ore
or a bonecs When the concretion 1s split,

CONCRETIONS

around some cent
ganic, such ae & leaf, a shell,
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-MISCELLANEQUS ROCKS
{Cont inued from page 1)

in its center will be found the pcrfuct imprint of the object, Sometimes the
nucleus is inorganic like a grain of sand. Then agairg,no nucleus can be found,

ITME CONCRETIONS are found mostly in shales which carry a high percentage of
clay as impurities, and are characteristic of the older geologital forma:ions,
especially ancient sea bottows. Lime concretions are really claystoncs which
have been buried so long that the surronding matrix has changed to a shale

instead of remaining eclays

There arc two types of S8ANDSTONE CONCRETIONS. Some are cemented with lime and
some are cemented with iron oxide, Both types are mostly found in the arid and
semiarid sections of the West,

COLITES are a granular variety of limestone made up of minute nearly spherical
concretions about some minute preexisting particless They are formed in water
and arc like a great mass of fish roes This material is used for building and
valued on account of the easc with which it may be worked, and its soft and
pleasing color, Owing to their frec—working qualitics, thesc stones are known
also as oolitic free-stones,

If concretions like the above are of a size bigger than a pea, then the rock is
known a PISOLITE,

SEPTERIA are lime concretions, which, after they had formed, shrank and developed
a series of cracks running thicugh them in all sorts of directions, and the cracke

filled with various minerals,

GEODES arc nodules which are hollow and the eavity lined with one or more min-
erals, Sometimes there 1s a beautiful layer on layer of chalcedony of any col~
or; somectimes a beautiful cluster of bristling crystais. A pgeode is usual-
1y recognized by the fact that it is far too light to be a Bolid rock,

There is always a chance of finding a METFORITE. There are two types of these,
Some arc made wholly or largcly of iron with some nickel, and thoy look 1like
great chunks of irons Others rcsemblc a granitc boulder, The majority are of
the stony type, but all iron meteorites have the iron in crystalline form and

the surface when cut can be polished,

FOSSTLS also come undar the heading of miscellaneous rockse They are usually
found in sedimentary rocks, and arc remains of some of the animals and plants
that 1ived at the time the rock was formings Marks of ripples or raindrops
which have bocn preserved in a rock deposit are also fossils, and make very

interesting specimens in any rock collection,

A special Maet Well™ to Larry Kirkby who is in the eollege hospital with
Mononeucleosis, better known as Kissing Diseases=-w=Hmmmmmmm,




1ET!S GET BETTER ACQUATNTED
CThis 1s a new series designed to acquaint the c¢lub members with each other,
each month, 10 members will be introduced until we become familiar with cverw
one., B ¢ sure to add this serics, the list of new members, and the 1list of
committee chairmen to your membership liste Those may be useful references,)

Howard & Nina Cottom have lapidary equipment and are old Mpros™ at polishing
gemiprecious stones. They have made several trips to the West Coast and have
a fine collection of materiale Nina is chairman of the ecducation committee.

Carolyn Lee caught a bad case of rock pox and now she is trying her hand at
TumbIing, She hag a good collection started for herself and also for all her
Lth grade students at Glencairn Schools On a field trip, Miss Lec would rather
collect rocks than eat.(a good sign that she is a true rockhound)

Bill Hooker also has lapidary equipment and likes to polish, but he just can't
Tind enough time. You should see his grand collcetion of Towa geodes and also

his Oregon nodules which are for salce

John Fitch is a pebblc-pup with a good nose for rocks, His collection is small,
but growing, He 1s one person who wouldn't mess a ficld-trip., He is the printer
and co=editor of "Central Michigan Rockhound News',

EEED Bodwin is enother club member with lapidary eaquipment who has scveral
years of cxperience in polishing stones. Herb is membership chairman of our
clubs

Marion Daniel is another "roeck lovin" school teacher, She does some polishing
with her lapidary equipment, but would like to know a little more about it.

Roger Kirkby is a pebble-~pup who will soon become a full fledged rockhound.
His minec-al colleetion and jewelery display won him the Grand Award in the
1956 ¥ outh Talent Exhibit, He sells his jewelery(Jewelery by Roger) at

the Civic Center and also at home. If you need jewelery mountings,ilapidary
equipment, grits or mincral specimens, see hims He probably has what you

want

Fred Gasche & Family have poilshing equipment and a tumbler. They have a
pood collection of minerals and fossilse Fred's son, Rod, has voluntesred
to be the first person to be shot to the moon so he can hunt for fossils

theres (That's true rockhound spirt.)

Pete Jamison(Pete's Rock Shop) has lapidary equipment and semi-precious stones
To7 sale or for trade, Pete makes annual trips to the West. He is a good. man

to sce for locations.

Tlmer Tekhardt & Family are all rockhounds and pebble-pups with good noses for
Rk i They arc giving tumbling a trye Their collection of rocks and minerals

has a fine starts

To qualify as a rockhcund, one must track down and dig out at least a truck-
load of priceless pebbles, rocks, and boulders,

A pobble-pup is a student member less than 18 years of age who goes around
with his nose to the ground looking for rocks and pebbles.
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SUPPLEMENT T0 MEMBERSHIP LIST

NUMBER  NAME ADDRESS PHONE
81 #Curtiss, Tuann Te wlmvood RA; RAL Box 263 v2-6533
g2 *@ibson, Susan 309 N, Ottowa; Ste Johns 219R
83 Knox, Sam Da 36L7 Lilac Lane; Eo Lanss ED2~05L0
78 Little, Allan Ws 2213 Stirling; Lansing Tv2-21L9
79 #Little, Dan Ao 2213 Stirling; Lansing TV2-21L9
80 Munro, Burton T. 28650 Taft Rd; Nové/

Northville F, 92359

# Student Members

wn

1958 COMMITTIEE CHATRIVEN

PROGRA! # Leon North

FIEID-TRIP CHATRMEN - Percey Gibbs
Arthur Kraves

. » Cliff Prevey
PUB LICITY « larry Kirkby

( CO-EDITORS~= Larry Kirkby

John Fitch
LIBRARIAN = Jeanetta Sloan
RDUCATION « Nina Cottom
MEMBERSHIP « Herbert Bodwin
SOCTAL CHAIRMAN =~ Gladys Kirkby

Feel froe to contact the above members if youﬁlbve any information or
suggestions pertaining to their committee functionse




