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From the President's Rock 3zck

Our membership is now 128, : am pleased b i
: 128, I am plea y our continued and

zzﬁiggyg;éwty in membership end by our good attendance at the
i fieldez %PGS- i hOD$ thet we cen continue to provide programs
hegolg g Sur19§tthat Wirl be interesting end attractive to all of
T ig it would be helpful if each of our uembers would
il Ofgaes ;ons s to the_kznd of progrem they wouvld like, How
i ol you aYe given serious thought to what you might do to
memger ﬁyove our club, to make the meetings better, to uake club
memberZ?lgafgr;o&efirable and to improve our associaztions with other

1, Visited at least one club member in his howe this last month

2e Offgred 2 suggestion for o program, or a field trip, or

other activity of the club?

3¢ Attended meetings regularlys and brought guests?

4, Introduced guests to the club members?

5, Offered to help with a progrem or with some other work?

6.'§ccepted an office or worked on a comaittee?

7. Zncouraged = youth, or =«n adult, to become interested in

rocks =nd minerals?
8, Invited llock Hound members to your home?
9, Offered 'Open House' to the club membership?
10, liet our new members and welcomed them to our club?
IF WOT, IT STILL ISN'T TOO LATE.

Program For the October 16, ieeting
TALK on the topic "Some Interesting ilineral Occurrences in the
Upper Peninsula" Dby Dr. Justin Zinn of 1ii.3.U.

AUCTION SALE of rock and mineral specimens ® nated by members.
lach member is asked to bring one or more gpecimens of rocks
or minerals to donate for the auction, You should know the
name and the place of origin of the gpecimen and place an
approximate, low value on it, Identification slips for the 8 sigi
gspecimens will be available et the meeting.
(It will be helpful if you can take your specimens to one
of the officers or board members of the club by Wednesday
evening so they can be tagged and lebelled zhead of times
1f this is too inconvenient, then bring the specimens 10

the meeting when you cone)
Ooh Yes! Don't forget to bring & pocket full of change to bid

up the rocks you will want to buy.

L Mk ) 11T Ay
L TRCSHLLLTS i
o Pre~season Halloween refreshments will be served., Coune

depessed in your rock~hound clothese

Je recomuend for your reading and entertainment a subscription
to "ierth Science" The Itock Hounds® Netional liagazine and the
Official Organ of the 1id=/est Federation of Mineralogical

ieties sddress arth Science
W Pox 13567, Chicago 90y  TAle "

The subseription prico ip ctill only LR.00 per yeaXe



B OPLIT HOUSE

. DOE*T FORGLT, llr, and lrs, llormen Kunkel, of 435 Durand St,
ﬁaﬁt“Lansing! grgﬁholdingggpeg house for our adult snd high school
age members On Sunday evening Oct, 19, at 7:00 P.L, They cen
accomodate only about 25 persons at a time so they arve asking that
those who 2lan to ‘come please call and make reservatiocns by Fricay
evening Oct,' 17, Their telephone is ID 7-9338,

‘If there is an overflow for 3unday the 19th, They will hold
enother open house the following Sunday, Oct. 26, for those they
can not accommodate on the 19th, leke your rescrvations early iy
calling lire and Hrs, {unkel
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‘On 3unday, Sept 28, about 45 members assembled at the Grand Rapid
Repids Plastey Co. mine. There were about 16 members of the allkhaxs
club there also and we were teken into the mine in two groups. The
ming is in a bed of exceptionally pure gypsum, there are €0 miles
of tunnel, the excavation entends back under the hill some 7,000
feet, and varies from 120 ft, to 150 ft., below the surface. The
mine has been in operation for over 100 years znc there is more
gypsum left than has been taken out, even though recovery is only

about 60%,

Hr, Charles E, Johnson, mine sup't, was most hospiteble, and
erranged for us to ride the ore cars into the mine to and from the
collecting and working srea. e were allowed to bring out 2ll the
gpecimens we could carry, mostly crystals of pencil ore and megsive
gypsum which can be carved and pelished.

GIVy A THOUGHT =
: TJould vou like, at each meeting, a 10 to 15 minute telk by
a club member on some topic of his owvn choice concerning

our hooby? |
Mat subject could you talk on?

Jould you like'e “rock Cuiz" or "oeck Identification® night?
‘Tould you like = "Swep table" at each meeting? i

Do you like'a specicl display by one or two meuwbers at ezch

ueeting?
Iould‘yoﬁ like to help with s "bee® once a month to help get

out ‘the "lockhound news'? (it gets to be a chore)

lieve you a suggestion as to a program you would 1ik§?
ﬁg#e §ou glides of o trip you have mode thot would interest

our members?

Y Have you specimens suitcble for a special display &t our
¥ club meeting? i

t Have you other guguestions for programs, field trips, or
. for improving OUY. §1ub?

¢lsbme T111 this outy sign 48y tésp, 3t off cnd hand it to our
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This ;Hodulef vas picked up by urs, Kreps in Vyoming last summer

The Roch-hound's Lzment
b(')r Hs 5. Pyason
Sundance; Wyoning
Gather round me, hear my story; I'm e roccklicund in disirezs,
I'm g rcekhound batrzd iu trouble; I'm an outgost move or lesc

I have fossils in the kitchen I have crvstals in the helil,
I have minercls in the Lathitub, I have relice on the wall,

There's Tin Oxide on the carret, there is oil upen tha floox,
I have blasklight in the parler; I have bones behind the dror,

Attic roeows are fairly cagping, Darniacs pave the esllaxr floox,
Pockets tulge with gemny pieces, 21l of thisg and millions wmore

Uifey ?hipks I'm crazy goofy, I don't lmow, shz may be right;
She insists I've silicosis or some contagicus form of "ite",

Says my head is lined with agete, a freak replacement of the bone
Says my brain is just a nodule, that wy heart has turnasd to

stono,e

Threatens me with separation, Storms about our rock-bound howme,
Says life, to me is just a geode or a hunk of memmoil bone,

Are you rated as a fossil? Are you obliged to live alone?
How can one maintain a hobby, and still retain a heppy home?
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/faen a sanding disc or belt seems to be worn smooth it can

often be revitelized by holding a piece of sponge rubber
sgainst it while it is in motion, The best rubber is the kind
that is used for shoe soles, the firm kind. iApplication of the
rubber tends to quickly remove the stone dust from between the
particles of carbide grit which still adheres to the paper,

In sawing thin rocks attach the rock to the end of a short
length of 2x4 with a liberal zmount of dop cement, Hold the 2x4

in the vise and proceed.

One of the characteristics of those engaged in our hobby
should be the willingness to share any information we may have
or any knowledge we may acquire with our fellow rock-hounds,

A @gblid piece of chert, sliced, makes a fine whet-stone
for sharpening knives., = try it,

H2y!. DOT'T PORGET THOSLW SPRCIIINS FOR THE AUCLION
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£ 11l>wing upon the Cortsz oipedition  wsr: binds >f Froneischa
nadres #ho eonveztsd ths pagen Indisns t. Coristi-nity, 1t re-
flects min's avae inersising ssnreh for mincr:l wz11th ind the
n~rvast which 1iss just b3177 ths supth's surfice. Ant 30, in

sne s8rse, the sxpeiitism Tas succsgsful bevond ths rildsst dre-ms
cf the spaniards. Without it, $he bistiry of our Yest may hove
bean f£air different. Tithout 4%, ths sterdy wmarch of Lrogroess
wovld havs been delwed. Tithrut progrsss thers chn be nt civil-
izzgifn. And —ithout civilizatisa thézz ¢ be n> hop? £or min-—
cinae

OFFICIAL FEDERATION MAGAZINES

Ths E=rth Science Rockhound Magazine is an official publication
~f ~ur own Midvest Faderatism, It is bi-monthly and available
through our club at $1.75 a year. The magazine is only 23 gcod
a= we rake it. Anyone from our club who has gone on 2 rock hunt-
ing trip or have any other information on lapid~ry should send in
an article to Larry Kirkby, Editsr for the magazine. W= should
n1l zupport our magazine by subscribing +to it and sending in
articles,

The Gsm and insrals Magazine is 2lso 2 Fedsration ragazine.
It is monthly and available through the club at 2 roduced rate of
¢2, per year. It is tho official publicatirn of the Arsrican
Federation, California and Texas Federatioms. It is a very gocd

nagazine,
NEW MEMBERS

W3 extand 2 hearty welcomg to our new memwbers T
Rcbert G Titus, 26il4 %, Berry Rd. Lansing, Mich, - Fhone Ive-3740
Gaey Titus, Student n y
Norma Stuck, 3011 N Cedar - Phone IV 9-0451
Raymond C Brown, 2116 Quentin, Lansing, Mich. -IV 2-6728
Reva M. Bromn " n
Elaine Rae Brown, Student ol i
John C. Mc Dougall, 442 M.Aa,C, fve, E. Lansing =- Phona“ED 2-3273
i

Thelma G, McDougall
Rev. Luke Mc Millian, Holy Cross Church, 742 Conifort St
Phone IV 2-4030

Melvin E, Davsnstatt, 715 N. Je?ison, Lansing - Phone EV 4-9811

Agatha Davenstatt
pr. James A, Cook, 6057 Harkson, Eist Lansing - Phone ED 7-06235
Mrs. Harriet G. Cook " n

Mr. Wwilliam J, Gross,

419 Cross St., E. Lansing* Phone IV 5-2593
Mre., Ruth Ann Groes " "

CAR EMBLEMS
me now have the car emblems e had ordered so long. Thev will
be available 2t the next mesting at KO¢ each, Ma 1lso have mors

spacimen cards At 1¢ o6a0h.
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THE MYSTERIOUS STVEN CITIES OF CIBOLA
by
Rev, Luke lMcMillian

It was a blistering hot day. Waves of heat from the brilliant
gsun raflected off the snow-white alkali and Ary wind-blewn gsand
and hung oppressively in the hot Ary air, blinding eyes of man
and beast alike. Tha year was 1540, Membsrs of the Coronado
ds Cortez expadition, onz of the most amazing in 21l of history,
w2rs in g>arch of ths fabulous Seven Citiss of Cibola, Thas?
were gupposad to bo saven citizs of s0lid go0ld which rumor rzport—-
341 lay to the north of Msxico. As ths Conquistadorss bafors thom,
th3s2 Spanieh soldicrs worz gpurrsd by dasirs for wsalth, Thoy
had crosszd tha Rio Grands River into Nusvo Maxico, the "Now BMox-
ico". Arriving at thz Zuni Pueblos, which had basn discoversd
by Fray Magcos ds Niza in 1536, thay congusr»d th: littls Indian
villagz ani then push24 on north, 2var in ssarch of ths Seven
Cities cf Cibola, Across th: burning sands of nerthsrn Now Mox-
ice thsy marchad, Hsr: and thors a solitary Yucca plant pushed
1ts sharply point3d 1l3aves towards th:s decp blus sky. Lizards
and snakzs slitherad out of thz way. Ovcrhead, huge black buz-
zards circlsd slowly to remind the group that 42ath in ths desssrt
had its own unique end,

The membars of the 3xp3dition spant th:s wintsr 2f 1540-1541
at what is now Bernilic, Naw Msxico. Exploratory partiss pushed
west 28 far as Kansas; another discovsrad the amazing Grand Can-
yon. But the Sasvin Citiss >f Cibola, the purprse of the expedi-
ticn, they did not find. Disgruntled, tirsd, burned black by
sand 2and wind, ths group raturn:zd wearily to Msxico, Thay had
not fzund the wealth they had coms t2 sask., Littls did they know
that ths very ground o>vsr which thoy slswly marchzd eontained
unt~1ld milli~ms in mineral '7zalth. 'Th> ctuld t:11 tham that just
t~ thz w-st of whare they tr~d lay an sxtromely rich coppsr do-
preit mher:s tocday, at Silvaer City, thoe largsst -p3n pit coprer
mins in th2 ~orld is 1l-cnt2d? That noar th:s Psc~s Rivar the world's
1-rgsst potash daeprsit 7ould some day bs discovired? That the
rocks which hurt fz3t andi cut hands c¢-nt=ainzd th> ~r: from which
hundrads »f y3ars latsr uranium 7culd e extracted? Thay could
n~t hav: known, They mars scesking »ne kind of -v2alth and they
war2 n~t amars of th: potantialitiss that did sxist. How »~ften
d-ss man epand his entirs 1lif> in 2 fruitlsss ssarch f~or ~ne kind
~f traasur2 and iennr2s ths things that 1liz clerse 2t hand that
can r3nlly givs him happincss?

And thz Savon Citiss of Cibola? Did th2y actually exist,
~p wapa they merzly the figment ~f somesno's wild imaginatizn?
g~ms histarians £331 that thore actually war> seven citiss ~f
2~1d4 whnes 1oeation has bson 17st in ths dusty passag  2f tims,
Others think that thz Indians m2r2ly told the Spanish army this
t~ ko3p them moving, to g2t rid °f thom, 8til1l ~thors belicve
that the setting sun reflecting ~ff ths browvn =alls of the pusb-
175 bathing thsm in a goldsn c~lor, W3 *3417 navarp know, ALl
that w2 do kn>v is that becaus2 of this scarch one »f the mcs
ramirkable exp2ditions inall of hist-ry vas organized, an ex-
pcdition that 7as t2 have fer raaching influanecas, It pavad the
Wiy fap the ocnguast Af this n27 ccuntrv for 8pain, and eventually
£d {ﬂi VR EL! Bgﬂﬁﬂﬁ\ It thsticabsd midyi-waey ﬁ%ﬁiﬁiﬁW‘f@g '
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